ary, commissions, income from self-employment, bonuses,
overtime payments, severance pay, recurring income from
pensions, interest and dividend income, trust income, capi
tal gains, gifts, prizes, lottery winnings and income from
any other source. Once the monthly gross income of each
party is determined, the two incomes are added together to
get the combined adjusted income amount. A Child Support
Obligation Table is then used to get the basic child support
obligation. To use the table, locate the line corresponding
with the combined adjusted income amount and then apply
the amount in the column that corresponds with the number
of children for whom support is being determined. That ba
sic child support obligation is then applied to each parent's
proportionate share of the combined adjusted income.
(For example, if the father's monthly gross income is
$3,000 and the mother's monthly gross income is $2,000,
their combined adjusted income is $5,000, of which the
mother's income represents 40 percent and the father's in
come represents 60 percent. The child support obligation
for a family with combined adjusted income of $5,000
per month for two children is $1,297. Thus, if the father
is the non custodial parent, he will pay 60 percent of the
child support obligation, $778.20, or if the mother is the
non custodial parent, she will pay $518.80, which is 40
percent of the child support obligation.)
The cost of medical insurance on the child and the cost
of work-related childcare will result in the amount of the
child support payment being modified with credit being
given to the parent who is actually paying these expenses.
In addition, the amount of child support may be modified
by certain deviations provided it is in the best interest of
the child to deviate from the presumptive amount of child
support. Examples of deviations may be extraordinary
education expenses like private school tuition or tutoring; extraordinary medical expenses; or special expenses,
which must exceed 7 percent of the basic child support ob
ligation, such as extracurricular expenses, summer camps,
dental insurance, parenting time adjustment or any other
appropriate deviation. You can access the guided electron
ic worksheet used in calculating child support at www.
georgiacourts.org/csc. You may also download an Excel®
version of the worksheet through this same website.
In addition to the child support payment, the court (or
parties by agreement) will also designate what percentage
each parent will pay of the child's uncovered medical and
dental expenses.
In Georgia, both parents have a duty to financially sup
port the child until that child turns 18, marries, dies or

What do I do if! am the victim
of family 'liolence?

becomes emancipated, whichever occurs first. However,
if the child has not graduated from high school prior to
reaching age 18, then the obligation to support that child
continues until the child graduates from high school pro
vided the child remains a full-time student, but not beyond
the age of 20.

Georgia has a law protecting victims of family violence.
The parties do not have to be married in order for a victim
to ask the court for relief. However, the parties have to
reside in the same household. A victim of family violence
can file a petition with the superior court that family vio
lence has occurred in the past and may occur in the future.
The court can issue a temporary order granting a variety
of remedies, including eviction of the offending party
from the residence or providing suitable alternate housing
for the victim and children, as well as financial relief.

May : rcc.:etve n,oncy for the children'<.; college'?

The court cannot order parents to pay for college. How
ever, parents may agree to pay child support beyond the
age of 18 or to pay for college expenses.

What is alimony?

The victim does not need an attorney to file a family vio
lence petition. The clerk of the superior court in the vic
tim's residing county may provide forms for the petition
or be able to direct a victim to a family violence shelter or
social service agency for direction.

Alimony is payment by one spouse to the other for support
and maintenance. The court may grant alimony to either
the husband or wife. Alimony may be for a limited period
or until the spouse receiving alimony dies or remarries. It
may be paid in one payment of money or property, or it
may be paid over a period of time.

What happens to "our" possession"
in a divorce?

One of the most difficult and complex areas of divorce is
the division of marital property. Marital property is all
property acquired during the marriage, except for prop
erty received by gift from a third party or by inheritance.
Each spouse is entitled to an equitable share of all marital
property acquired during the marriage. The judge or jury
will decide on the division of marital property. Marital
property will be divided equitably (not necessarily equally)
between the parties regardless of how the title to the prop
erty is held. There is no set fonnula or percentage amount
used to divide marital property.

Hmv will the court order be enfo1-ced?

The court order may be enforced by garnishment or a con
tempt action. A contempt action is filed in the same court
that issued the divorce. In addition, support orders can be
enforced through the district attorney's office if the non
paying spouse resides out of town.

if my spouse and I agree on matters
pertaining to getting a divorce, do we still
need an attorney?

An attorney will ensure that all matters that should be re
solved in a divorce are resolved. Acting without an attor
ney could end up being a costly mistake both to the parties
and to their children.
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